CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

NONE 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY 
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT 

Research and development of this invention and Application 
have not been federally sponsored, and no rights are given under 
any Federal program. 

REFERENCE TO A MICROFICHE APPENDIX 

NOT APPLICABLE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to the carrying of infants and small 
children in a manner different from that primarily associated 
with conventional carriers and/or backpacks. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART 

As is well known and understood, with those infarct and 
small child carriers commercially available, the child faces in 
towards the parent (as for extra closeness) or faces out to the 
front (so the child can view the world) . Generally designed for 
children up to 35 lbs. in weight, these carriers oftentimes 
features such enhancements as ventilated foams for both parent 
and infant comfort, storage pockets, removable support pillows, 
padded -seats and removable canopies for protection against the 
weather. While sometimes configured for dual side entry as 
contrasted with being placed directly in front against the 



parent's chest, and sometimes with adjustable seats and/or 
straps; carriers of this type — whether machine washable or not 
— all' suffer the disadvantage of having to fit the infant or 
child in to begin with, and to then strap the infant or child in 
position, which is not something simple and easy to do. As will 
also be understood, this disadvantage becomes all the more 
magnified when having to unstrap the infant or child — as to 
place it down to be diapered, for example ~, and then having to 
pick it back up to be strapped into the carrier once again. And, 
for larger children where the conventional carrier is too small, 
placing the child in a backpack for carrying about makes the 
problem in unstrapping the child, taking it down, and then 
strapping it back in place for carrying even more complicated. 
For newborns where the carrying is frequently done in a cradle 
position, the "taking down" and then the "setting-up" again can 
easily 'take a few minutes to accomplish. 

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 
It is an object of the present invention, therefore, to 
provide a new and improved carrier for infant and small 
children. 

It is also an object of the present invention to provide 
such a carrier which is exceedingly simple to use and easy for a 
parent to put on and take off. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a carrier 
of this type capable of supporting the weight of infants and 
small children easily up to weights of 50 lbs. and more. 



It is a further object of the invention to provide a 
carrier of this type which can be easily manufactured to enable 
retail sale at prices comparable to those at which newborn, 
infant and small child carriers and/or backpacks are presently 
being sold at. 

SUMMARY OF THE IMVENTION 

As will become clear from the following description, the 
infant and small child carrier of the present invention is in 
the nature of a plastic, or other hard material, seat worn 
against the thigh of the parent, and secured in position by a 
belt which encircles the waist and a strap which buckles from 
the waist across the chest, over the shoulder, and down the 
back. As will also become clear, the seat includes an upper 
section on which the infant or child sits (which is downwardly 
sloped towards the parent) , and a lower section which rests 
against the thigh of the parent (but which downwardly slopes 
away) , with the join between the upper and lower sections 
serving as a fulcrum or pivot point adjacent the waist. With the 
lower section preferably of a greater length in extending 
downwardly along the thigh, the weight of the infant or child 
will be appreciated as being in a direction to lever the lower 
section inwardly, in enabling the hip to thereby support the 
weight- to be carried. With the parent's arm restraining the 
infant or child on the upper section -- either left or right 
depending upon which thigh the carrier is bearing against — and 
without the infant or child being strapped in, the carrier of 



the invention will be understood to essentially comprise a ""hip 
seat", rather than the conventional infant or child carrier 
which straddles about the neck in wearing* 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
These and other features of the present invention will be 
more clearly understood from a consideration of the following 
description, taken in connection with the accompanying drawings, 
in which: 

FIGURE 1 is a top front perspective view of an infant and 
small child carrier constructed in accordance with a preferred 
embodiment of the invention; 

FIGURE 2 is a left side perspective view of the infant and 
small child carrier of FIGURE 1, a right side perspective view 
understood as being a mirror image thereof; 

FIGURE 3 is a top rear perspective view of the infant and 
small child carrier of the invention; 

FIGURE 4 is a rear view of the carrier of FIGURES 1-3; and 

FIGURES 5 and 6 are views illustrating one manner of a 
parent's wearing the infant and small child carrier of the 
invention on his/her left hip, helpful in an understanding of 
the benefits afforded by the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The "'hip seat" infant and small child carrier of the 
invention shown in FIGURES 1-4 is in the nature of a seat 10 of 
substantially rigid material (such as plastic) to bear against 
the thigh of a wearer, as in FIGURES 5 and 6. Shown as having an 



open-bottom top 12, the seat includes an upwardly extending 
upper section 14, a downwardly extending lower section 16 and a 
pair of side sections 18-20 which join with the upper and lower 
sections 14, 16 as a single unit. When stored away and not worn, 
the seat rests on edge surfaces a, b, c, d of the upper, lower 
and side sections 14, 16, 18 and 20 respectively. A first strap 
22 is shown as extending through the downwardly extending lower 
section to encircle the waist of the wearer, while a second 
strap 24 couples with the first strap 22 through the downwardly 
extending lower section 16 in extending across the chest, a 
shoulder, and the back of the wearer. A clasp or similar 
fastener 26 may be employed to secure the second strap and to 
adjust its length for comfortable snugness. 

As more clearly shown in FIGURES 1 and 2, the upwardly 
extending upper section 14 includes a first portion 30 of a 
first upwards angle and a second portion 32 contiguous therewith 
of a second lesser upwards angle with respect to it. As shown in 
FIGURES 2 and 3, the second portion 32 is additionally contoured 
curvilinearly downwards between the extremities of the second 
portion 32 remote from the first portion 30 of the upwardly 
extending upper section 14, 

As FIGURES 1 and 3 also show, the downwardly extending 
lower section 16 includes a first portion 40 of a first 
downwards angle, and a second portion 42 contiguous therewith of 
a second, lesser downwards angle v/ith respect to it. As shown in 
FIGURE 3, the second portion 42 of the downwardly extending 



lower section 16 is similarly contoured curvilinearly , but 
upwards thereof between the extremities remote from the first 
portion 40 of the downwardly extending lower section 16. 

Further, and as shown in FIGURES 1 and 2, each of the side 
sections 18, 20 include a first portion 50 of a first downwards 
angle and a second portion 52 contiguous with it of a second, 
lesser downwards angle. 

The top of the seat 10 illustrated in FIGURES 1-4, then, 
essentially has upper, lower and side sections of two portions 
each, joined along the line between the points A and B, acting 
as a f^ulcrum in accordance with the invention, as more fully 
described below. 

In those instances where it may be desired to soften the 
surfaces of the seat to the body of an infant or small child 
being carried (as well as to the parent using the seat) , the 
seat 10 may include a fabric covering the open-bottom top 12. 
Such fabric may be padded, if desired, and may be removable and 
washable as well. In those instances where it may be desired to 
utilize the seat for the carrying about of such items as 
diaper's, creams, lotions, brushes, keys, etc., the fabric 
covering the open-bottom top 12 may further be extended across 
opposing ones of the edge surfaces a, b, c, d, in forming a 
pocket • enclosure, which may be selectively openable and closable 
for storage of this type as by a Velcro closure, a zipper or 
other suitable means. 

As FIGURES 1 and 2 show, the straps 22, 24 extend through 



slots 60, 62 cut within the first portion 40 of the downwardly 
extending lower section 16 of the seat 10, and are joined 
together at its underside by a further strap 64 coupling the 
straps. 22, 24 together. FIGURE 3 illustrates the clasp 26 as 
being of a conventional hasp and buckle arrangement 70, 72. 

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the invention, 
each of the first portions 30, 40 and 50 of the upper, lower and 
side sections are of a width greater than a corresponding 

width of the second portion 32, 42 and 52 of these three 

sections, respectively. Moreover, in this preferred embodiment, 
the widths W^^ of the first portions 30, 40 and 50 are each 

substantially equal as are the widths of the second 

portions 32, 42 and 52. In similar fashion, in constructing this 
preferred embodiment, the first angles of the upwardly extending 
upper section 14, the downwardly extending lower section 16 and 
the pair of side sections 18, 20 are substantially equal — as 
are each af the second angles of the upwardly extending upper 
section 14, the downwardly extending lower section 16, and the 
pair of side sections 18, 20. In such respect, as so far 
described, an essentially symmetrical open-bottom top 12 is 
formed,' symmetrical about any line that may be drawn between the 
points A and B. In accordance with a further feature of the 
invention, to provide even greater weight support for an infant 
or small child to be carried, the downwardly extending lower 



section 16 (composed of the portions 40, 42) is selected of a 
length L^^ greater than the length of the upwardly extending 

upper section 14 (formed of the portions 30, 32) . 

FIGURES 5 and 6 illustrate how the infant or small child 
can be: carried on the seat 10, with the arm and hand of the 
parent holding it in place, without the need for its being 
strapped in. Specifically, the infant or child is placed on the 
upwardly extending upper section 14 facing in towards the body 
or away from it — the placement being in a direction such that 
the weight of the infant or small child is in a direction to 
rotate the downwardly extending lower section 16 against the 
thigh - which then supports the weight. The contoured 
curvi linearity along the edge surface "a" allows the legs of the 
infant or child to comfortably extend over the upper section 14, 
while the contoured curvi linearity of the edge surface ^^b" spans 
across the thigh of the wearer in likewise offering a degree of 
comfort. As will be appreciated, the degree of comfort both to 
the child and to the parent wearing the carrier is enhanced all 
the more through the dividing of the upper section 14, the lower 
section 16 and the side sections 18, 20 into two portions each, 
along with the angulations there established. By lengthening the 
downwardly extending lower section 16 greater than the upwardly 
extending upper section 14, a larger bearing surface against the 
thigh is afforded, in opposing the moment produced through the 
weight of the infant or child. "Scooping-out" the upwardly 
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extending upper section 14 to some degree can be employed 
further in accommodating the infant or child' s ^'bottom" when 
being placed on the seat facing towards or away from the parent. 

In use, all that the parent need do is to encircle the 
first strap 24 about the waist, extend the second strap 26 
across the chest and over the shoulder slipping it down the back 
and clasping it in position, and then simply lifting the infant 
or small child on the open-bottom top 12. If need be, the infant 
or small child — being only held in place by the parent's arm 
and hand == can be easily placed down, and then picked back up 
into position. When the seat is to be taken off, the parent just 
unclaspis the second strap 24 and removes it and the first strap 
22. Obviously, the strap constructions 22, 24 can be positioned 
so as to encircle the waist and either shoulder of the parent 
(i.e., for support in wearing on the left hip or right hip), or 
could be positioned either as a ^^left-handed" or a ^^right- 
handed'' model. In either event, the open-bottom top 12 of the 
invention can be easily molded, covered with fabric — padded or 
otherwise enclosed as a pocket where desired, and made 

available for retail sale at prices not too very much different 
from those which typify conventional carriers and/or backpacks 
today. The ease of use and comparable pricing add to the 
desirability of the carrier, in addition to the increased 
support which characterizes the carrier. 

While there have been described what are considered to be 
preferred embodiments of the present invention, it will be 



readily appreciated by those skilled in the art that 
modifications can be made without departing from the scope of 
the teachings herein. For at least such reason, therefore, 
resort' should be had to the claims appended hereto for a true 
understanding of the scope of the invention. 
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